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This week’s release of new National Institutes of Health guidelines for human stem cell research 
got good reviews from the New York State Stem Cell Foundation. Susan Solomon, the group’s 
president, speaking from a stem cell conference in Spain, called the NIH action “a wonderful 
thing.” She says the action “does say that the NIH wants to do stem cell research.” Ms. Solomon 
was disappointed, however, that processes including somatic cell nuclear transfer were not 
approved. She and other advocates of using human embryonic stem cells to find cures hope that 
President Barack Obama’s yet-to-be-named NIH director will be a supporter of stem cell research. 
“It is really urgent because the new director will be the ultimate arbitrator of policy,” she says. 
 
 
Stem Cell Funding 
The state announced $21.5 million in funding for stem cell research through two separate Requests 
for Applications. One is for $15 million, to “stimulate and support basic, applied, translational, pre-
clinical and clinical investigations on any aspect of stem cell biology that will lead to a better 
understanding of the unique properties of stem cells and allow their use to treat disease.” The other, 
for $6.5 million, is for deriving and characterizing new human embryonic stem cell lines, to devise 
novel and improved derivation methods, increase efficiency in the production of new lines, 
standardize protocols, and enhance their potential for clinical application. Letters of intent are due 
August 5. The RFAs are at www.nyhealth.gov/funding and at www.stemcell.ny.gov. 
 
 
 

 

 

Stem Cell Researchers Celebrate ‘Wide-Open’ World 
By Barbara Benson & Gale Scott 
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President Barack Obama yesterday eliminated a logistical nightmare for New York’s research laboratories. 
His executive order overturned a Bush administration policy that for eight years forbade federally funded 
researchers from going near stem cell research that did not involve a small number of existing human 
embryonic stem cell lines.  
 
“Our petri dishes are marked with red X’s, and when a researcher is 100% funded from NIH, they can’t 
come in,” says Susan Solomon, chief executive of the New York Stem Cell Foundation. “All of that is now 
over. Researchers all over New York can go into federally financed labs, and they don’t have to worry about 
a thing except for science.” 
 
The lab requirements were so strict that “it was like keeping a kosher kitchen in your lab,” she adds, 
referring to the separation of meat and milk product preparation. 
 
When NYSCF opened the first privately funded stem cell laboratory in New York City three years ago, it 
was a place where scientists could conduct advanced stem-cell research free of the now overturned federal 
restrictions. Other research facilities in New York lacked the space to create separate labs for research that 
were not federally funded and therefore could operate without stem cell restrictions. 
 
Now that the physical barriers are removed, “this really brings democracy back to science,” says Ms. 
Solomon. “For researchers and clinicians, the world is wide open.” 
 
Yesterday, Gov. David Paterson announced $101.8 million in new state funding for stem cell research. The 
latest round of awards is in addition to $16.5 million in previously announced state funding for such 
research. The new grants are listed at www.nyhealth.gov. 


