COVID-19 Information Sheet
 
Introduction
 
The New York Stem Cell Foundation (NYSCF) prioritizes the health and safety of research participants. Because participating in this study involves a visit to a research site, your risk of exposure to COVID-19 may be increased.  	

This document describes NYSCF’s COVID-19 practices and what you can expect as a participant.
 
COVID-19 risks cannot be eliminated. Please carefully consider whether you are comfortable participating in this research study during the COVID-19 pandemic. You may wish to delay or decline participation if you or someone in your home is at higher risk of serious illness from COVID-19. People at higher risk include older adults, people with compromised immune systems, and people with certain types of underlying health conditions. You should speak with your medical provider if you are unsure about your level of risk.
 
Risk Mitigation
 
· COVID-19 screening: A member of the study team will contact you within 48 hours of your visit to complete a brief COVID-19 screening. We will reschedule your visit if you are experiencing COVID-19 symptoms, have tested positive within the past 14 days, or have been exposed to someone who has symptoms or tested positive within the past 14 days.
 
· Stay home if you feel sick: Do not come to your visit if you feel ill or have COVID-19 symptoms, like fever, cough, difficulty breathing, headache, or fatigue. You do not need to cancel in advance if you feel sick. Your visit can be rescheduled when you feel better.

· Attend alone:  Do not bring another person to your visit unless it is truly necessary and has been approved by a member of the study team.
 
· Face masks: Research staff and participants must wear an acceptable face mask over the nose and mouth during the visit. Acceptable face masks include surgical masks, procedural masks with ties or ear loops, and N95 masks without vents. We will provide an acceptable mask if you do not have one upon arrival.
 
If your visit takes place at a partnering research site (not at NYSCF), you must follow NYSCF’s COVID-19 policies and any additional safety procedures required by the partnering research site.


